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Sophie Westgarth

On May 17th, 22 students from Pasadena
Intermediate (in New Zealand) embarked on an
unforgettable journey to Japan. While Tokyo was
amazing, the heart of our trip was Hiroshima.
Immersed in Japanese schooling and homestay
life, we challenged ourselves to adapt to a
completely new culture. Attending daily classes
and experiencing traditions like Flower Arranging
and the Tea Ceremony opened our eyes to both
the differences and beautiful similarities between
our worlds. Beyond the incredible excursions like
the Peace Memorial Park, the true highlight was
building deep, genuine connections. This trip

sparked lifelong friendships, and we cannot wait
to return the wonderful hospitality when we host
our Nagisa buddies in Aotearoa New Zealand!
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